For Kids Program Description
The Thurston County Food Bank responded to an article in the Olympian that was published in the summer of 2007, which stated that 671 children in Thurston County are homeless.  Robert Coit, the director of the Food Bank, put together our FORKids program, modeled after similar Backpack programs.  The first year was a pilot program with the North Thurston, Olympia and Tumwater school districts.  Our focus in the pilot program was the elementary grades; Preschool - 6th grade with some siblings included.  Between all the schools, we finished last year serving 650 students a week.  To date we are serving close to 900 students a week.  Counselors at the participating schools contact us with numbers for the week. Using volunteers, we put packets together for the children that include non perishable, single serving, easy to prepare food.  We try to provide nutrition based meals for two days to cover their weekend. ...  These supplies are put into plastic bags, stored at the food bank and delivered to the participating schools.  The counselors then discretely put the food packets into the student's backpack.  

Needs:  

1. One is product - a typical packet might include:  cold cereal box, hot cereal packet, non-perishable milk, juice box, cup of soup, Easy Mac, fruit cups, pudding, a protein type product, beef jerky, granola bars, and cheese and crackers

2. Funding Food Items:  if items aren't donated to the Food Bank, we need to purchase them and we don't get a break on the price. So, our first need is either money or directed food drives.  Food items for the program need to be single serving, non-perishable and have non-bulky packaging.  We have an especially difficult time finding protein items since they tend to be the most costly.  Talk to Costco or Sysco about getting the cost per pallet for items and that would be a great service project - a Fund A Pallet Drive.  

3. People power.  

· Groups come in to package packets on 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month in the early evening (3:30-5:30p.m.); or Fridays 9:00a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

· Drivers who go out and deliver the packets to the schools each week.(Thursday/Friday)  

· Volunteers to sort and organize supplies.  (Tuesday, Thursday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.)


Items used in Food Packets:

Oatmeal Packets, Cup of Soup, Fruit Cups, Small Boxes of Raisins, Beanies & Weenies, Cold Cereal Boxes, Easy Mac Packets, Tuna and Crackers, Cheese and Crackers, Ravioli Cups, cocoa, real fruit juice boxes and snack items.  

Participating Schools:

North Thurston School District – Pleasant Glade, South Bay, Lacey, Horizon, Lakes, Lydia Hawk, Seven Oaks, Mountain View, Olympic View, Evergreen Forest, Meadows, Chambers Prairie.

Olympia School District- Lincoln, McKenny , Garfield, Roosevelt, Hanson, Madison, McLane, LP Brown, and Boston Harbor, Centennial and Pioneer.

Griffin School

Tumwater School District – Black Lake Elementary, Michael T. Simmons., Peter G. Schmidt, East Olympia Elementary, Littlerock Elementary and Tumwater Elementary.

