Grammar - Preterite vs. Imperfect

Preterite is used to narrate things in the past.

It is used for...

*A specific event
Ayer comi una hamburguesa.
Yesterday, | ate a hamburger.

‘Beginning/end of an event
La fiesta terminé a las tres de la mafana.
The party ended at 3:00 in the morning.

*A series of events
Carlos salié de la universidad, compré
ropa y volvié a casa.

Preterite - SOME Key words

esta mafana this morning
anoche /ast night
ayer yesterday
el otro dia the other day
el lunes pasado /ast Monday
la semana pasada /ast week
el mes pasado /ast month
el aho pasado /ast year
hace dos afhos two years ago
en ese momento at that moment

entonces then

Carlos left the university, bought clothes and returned home.

The Imperfect is used to tell how things were.
It is used to describe...

*Habitual events
A veces Einstein se equivocaba.
Sometimes, Einstein made mistakes.

*Time in the past
Eran las dos de la tarde.
It was 2:00 in the afternoon.

-Conditions (physical or mental)
Era un dia muy caluroso.
It was a very hot day.

Imperfect - SOME Key words

Los lunes on Mondays
nunca never
a menudo often
diariamente daily
cada mes each weekend
la semana pasada /ast week
generalmente generally
de vez en cuando every once in a while
a veces sometimes
todas las semanas every week

siempre always




